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after his death. The abbey of our Lady at Eu still possesses the greatest
part of his relics, though some churches at Paris and elsewhere have been
enriched with certain portions.

The saintly deportment, the zeal, the prayers, and the miracles of
St Laurence were not able to awake many of those hardened sinners whom
he laboured to convert. How few among the Jews, especially among the
Pharisees, obeyed the voice of our Redeemer himself! If a pastor's labours
were constantly attended with easy success, he would meet with nothing
for the exercise of his patience by which he is to purchase his own crown
and perfect the sanctification of his soul. No degree of obstinacy, malice,
or perverseness must either disturb or discourage him. The greater the
blindness, the more desperate the spiritual wounds of others are, the more
tender ought his compassion to be; the greater his patience and his earnest-
ness in praying and labouring for their recovery and salvation. He is never
to despair of anyone so long as the divine mercy still waits for his return.
If opportunities of exhorting fail, or if charitable remonstrances only
exasperate, so that prudence makes them unseasonable for a time, he ought
never to cease earnestly importuning the Father of mercies in their behalf.

The following feasts are celebrated on November 14 :

ST DUBRICIUS, who flourished in that part of the country now called South Wales, Bishop:
BLESSED HUGH FARINGDON (or Cook), Abbot of Reading; ST JOSAPHAT, Bishop, killed by heretics,
1623 : ST LAURENCE, Archbishop of Dublin, 1180 : BLESSED THOMAS PERCY, Earl of Northumber-
land, martyr, honoured in the dioceses of England on this date : also ST ERCONWALD, an English
prince who governed the monastery of Chertsey in the seventh century.

NOVEMBER 15

ST GERTRUDE, VIRGIN, ABBESS
(A.D.  1292)

[From her book of Divine Insinuations, and her life compiled by Dom. Mege, prefixed to his
edition of that work, in 1664.    See also Dr Cave, Hist. Liter, t, ii, p. 301.]

ST GERTRUDE was of an illustrious family, born at Eisleben, or Islebe, in
Upper Saxony, and sister to St Mechtildes. At five years of age she was
offered to God in the Benedictin nunnery of Rodalsdorf, and at thirty
was chosen abbess of that house in 1251; and the year following was
obliged to take upon her the government of the monastery of Heldelfs,
to which she removed with her nuns. In her youth she studied Latin,
as it was then customary for nuns to do; she wrote and composed in that
language very well, and was versed in sacred literature. Divine contempla-
tion and devout prayer she always looked upon as the principal duty and
employment of her state, and consecrated to those exercises the greatest
part of her time. The passion of our Redeemer was the favourite object
of her devotions; and in meditating on it, or on the blessed Eucharist,
frequently she was not able to contain the torrents of tears which flowed